THE 


Elders Minifters, and Meffengers 


OF THE SEVERAL 


BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


MEETING AT 


Plymouth- Dock, Port/mouth, 
Bampton, Beckhington, 
Prefcott, Sarum, 

Wellington, Calne, 

Chard, Bratton, — 
Frome, Pithay, Briftol, 
Paulton, Broadmead, Briftol, 


Grittleton, 
Sodbury, 
Thornbury, 
King flanly, 
Chellenham, 


_ Horfley and Wotton. 


Having received LETTERS alfo from 


Chacewater, Cullumpton, 
Plymouth, Loughwood, 
Kingfbridge, Upottery, 
Bovey Tracey, Lyme, 
Exon, Hatch, 
Tiverton, Stokegomer. 


Bridswater, 


Horfington, 


~Crockerton 


AN D 


Melk ham. 


Being met in Affociation, at WoTTon-UNDER.- 
EpGE, Glocefter/hire, 


JUNE 14; 


15, 1791. 


To the f-veral Churches they reprefent fend Chrifttan falutation. 


Dear BRETHREN, 


B EING called upon once more to addrefs you, permit 


us to do it in the moft ferious folemn and affeétionate 
manner we are capable of, knowing not but it may be the 


. laft time you may hear from us, ior we write to you, 


A 


Seve- 
ral 


— 
q 
oy 39 
AWA 
| 
a 
hy 
f 


— 


— 


ral of our dear brethren, (and fome of us may fay fathers in 
the miniftry) have béen removed from usin the courfe of 
the laft year, and one particularly who for upwards of for- 
ty, yea, nFar fifty years attended our afflembly, and united 
with us in praying with you and for you, addrefling fre- 
quently both us and you and fendifg moft affe@tionate and 
folemn advice and council‘to you, But alas! He with many 
others fince one. laft annual meeting has been removed, and 


“we fhall now neither fee their faces, nor hear their” voices 


any more ; they are taken froma ftéfe of labor to a ftate of reft ; 
they reft from their labors, and their works follow them.— 


But is thete not a voice in thefe difpenfaticns to us? Does 


not the Almighty hereby fpeak loudly to ‘us? What‘is his 
languageé'both to Minifters: and People but “* prepare to meet 
** your God. Be ye alfo ready for in fuch an hour as you 
¢ think not the fon of man cometh,” Shall we be inattentive 
to fuch providences ? Shall we remain ftill on the lees ? 


full go on as if we thought we were always to remain here ? 
‘God forbid! On the contrary’ let us awake out of fleep ; | 


us arife and trimour lamps, forere we are aw are the cry may 
be made “ Behold the bridegroom cometh go ye forth to 
meet him.” Remember they and only they who were 
ready, were admitted to go with him into the marriage fup- 
per ; but the reft were fhut out-and for ever excluded ; for 
though they afterwards came, and with folicitude defired ad- 
mittance, yet they were abfolutely and pofitively refufed, 


~ ‘and bid depart as workers of iniquity, with an exprefs and 


pofitive declaration, that he never knew then, i. e. appro- 
ved of them as his difciples and followers, although they 
had profefled themfelves fuch. . Oh dear brethren! A de- 
ception,.a difappointment. at this period will be dreadful, 
and irrevocable. Would you avoid it? Then ferioufly, 
folemnly; frequently, and impartially examine into your ftate ; 
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put yourfelves into the balance of the fanétuary and be 
weighed; remember nothing will be counted genuine at 
that day by the great Judge but what comes up to the ftand- 
ard of his word; this is the teft by which all will be tried ; 
the law by which we fhall all be either adjudged worthy to 
live, or condemned eternally to die. According as our {pirit 
and temper, lives and converfations, principles and practices, 
accord or difcord with this rule, they will be approved or 
difapproved ; every thing that comes up to this ftandard 
will be efteemed pure gold; but whatever is deficient, dr@& 
and dung. To this then we fhould now appeal, and by this 
weigh ourfelves that we may not be found wanting at lait. 
To the law and to the teftimony we fhould all come, remem- 
bring that if we do not accord herewith, the deficiency is 
in us, and we mult expe& to be treated accordingly. It is 
by the gofpel St. Paul affures us men will be judged at laft. 
How neceflary and requifite then is it that we fhould be well 
acquainted with that law and gofpel by which we fhallall at 
laft be tried ? Search the fcriptures fays our Lord, for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life, Read them daily, and 
endeavor to find out the genuine meaning of them, and ufe 
thofe helps which God in the methods of his providence 
has afforded you, carefully diftinguifhing at the fame time, 
what comes from God, and what from man. ‘Pray -alfo for 
his Holy-Spirit who alone can effectually lead you into all 
truth, and guard you againft error. Remember there is 
nonce teacheth like him, and that he never teacheth contrary. 
to the revealed word. Be careful therefore to hold this 
word high, value it much, always bezring- in your mind 
that it is from thence all your hopes and expettations of 
pardon peace and eternal life can arife. | 


As Execute 
| 


- 
4 
e 


4 


if 
4 


( 


Excufe us dear brethren if we fuggeft our fears concern- 
ing fome of you, that you are too much inclined to prefer 
other books to the book of God; and are too often reading 
and ftudying books, whofe tendency is to lead and carry 
your thoughts and affeftions from the word of God, rather 
then fix them upon it, and lead your fouls to love and de- 
light in it. Many we believe have been injured greatly by 
fuch condué&; we with therefore to guard you againft it, 


and would intreat and befeech you as you love the peace and 


profperity of your fouls to defift from it.—Endeavour to get 
youmelves thoroughly confirmed and eftablifhed in the frm 
belief of the divine authority, utility, and importance of the 
{criptures. Be ready always to give an anfwer to any who 
may atk you, why you believe them to be the word of God, 
and the unerring rule of faith and obedience; in order to 
which make yourfelves mafters of thofe arguments which 
recommend them to the attention of men and demand the 
aflent of every unprejudiced mind to the truth of them; 
infomuch that we ‘believe the infidel and libertine will at 
laft have their mouths ftopped, and be left without excufe. 
But let us not think it fufficient to affent to the truth of the 


_ {criptures as being the word of God; for this we may do, 


and yet derive little or no advantage from them; but our 
concern chiefly fhould be to feel and experience their mighty 
power in and upon our fouls; the great truths contained in 
them fheuld be cordially received and held faft amidft all 
oppofition which is made tothem; the fpirit which they 
recommend fhould be deeply drank into; the ftatutes and 
ordinances thereof be complied with by us. For it is, re- 
member, by our fpirit and temper, life and condu@, that 
we are to evidence and demonstrate that we are chriftians in- 
deed and in truth, and the faithful and genuine followers of 
our Lord and Matter Jefus Chrift, For he has faid, * If ye 
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love me keep my commandments ;” and by this fhall all 
men know ye are my friends if ye do whatfoever I com- 
mand you. Yea it is exprefsly and moft emphatically de- 
clared, That if any man have not the fpirit of Chrift he is 
none of his. Not every one that mr unto me Lord, Lord, 
fhall enter into the kingdom of heaven but he that doth the 
will of my father which is in heaven.—We wifh you not 
dear brethren to be carelefs and regardlefs of any one doc- 
trine or precept of the bible, but this we wifh you to lay the 
ereateft ftrefs where God has laid it; and to view and con- 
fider thofe things of the greateft moment and importance | 
which God has declared to be fo. The doétrines of the gofpel 
we by no means wifh you to be unconcerned about or in- 
attentive unto; for we confider them of importance and 
confequence ; and that fummary of them put forth by our 
brethren in the laft century, we ftill think a good one, and 
are fatisfied from all the fearches we have been able to 
make that they are contained in, and founded upon the 
word of God ; and therefore fuch as we ought not to be 
afhamed of: but this we would wifh ever to inculcate upon 
ourfelves and you, that doétrines| however important and 
orthodox in themfelves ; yct if our belief of them has not 
a proper influence upon our tempérs and condué, ‘ they will 
prove of very little ule to us; yea in the end will aggravate 
and increafe our condemnation. For we are fully perfuaded 
that the wretched tempers, and cenforious {pirits of fome, 
and the irreligious lives, and improper condu& of others, 
who profefs their zealous attachment to the diftinguifhing 
and glorious doétrines of the gofpel, have tended greatly 
to prejudice the minds of multitudes againft them, who 
otherwife would not. We are commanded to let our light 
fo fhine before men, that they fecing our good works may 
clorify our father which is in heaven, Now remember thefe 

are 
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are not capable of penetrating our hearts, and difcovering 


what we believe or difbelieve ; but they are capable of ob- 
ferving our {pirits and tempers, lives and condu&, and will 
form their judgement of us, and the religion we profefs ac- 
cordingly. Let us then conftantly bear in our remembrance, 
that as we profefs ourfelves to be chriftians, and difciples of 
the bleffed Jefus ; it behoves us to be like him; ; for we are 
chriftians juft fo far, but no farther. Now he has exprefsly told 
us that his kingdom is not of this world ; but he has chofen 
his people out of the world ; and bid them come out from it 


and be feparate. Yea has exprefsly declared, That if any 


man love the world and the things of the world; the love 


of the father is not in him. Be not conformed fays the 


apoitle to this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing 
of your mind that ye may prove what is that good, that ac- 
ceptable and perfeét will of God. When therefore we per- 


ceive thofe who profefs themfelves the followers and difci- 


ples of Jefus Chnift, purfuing this world and the things of it 

as their chief good, employing all their time and talents in 
order to acquire and poffefs as much of it as poflible, and 
making ufe of means that are far from being proper and ex- 


_ pedient and fearcely Jawful ; what can we think of them? 


Surely there is reafon to conclude either that the defcription 
we read of them in the word of God is not juft, or that thefe 
are not, cannot be his difciples and followers, 


Dear Brethren, Ict us not deceive ourfelves, nor impofe 
upon one another; we cannot, remember, deceive the ever 


blefied God, or in any refpeé impofe upon him, He {iearches 


the hearts and triesthe reins of the children of men ; and he 


has moft exprefsly and emphatically declared, That whatlo- 
ever aman foweth, that fhall he alfo reap; he that foweth 


to the fleth, fhall of the Aefh reap corruption ; but he that 
foweth 
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foweth to the fpirit, thall of the fpirit reap life everlafting. 
If we are Chriftians in truth and reality, let it appear by our 
living above the world and the things of it; yea, by our liv- 
ing to God; living fo as to honor and glorify him. We 
are under infinite obligations remember to him; he has done 
great things for us. For what are we that he fhould fx his 
love upon us, and take fuch methods to render us eternally 
happy and bleffed? O the furprizing and aftonifhing love 
of the Father, that he fhould make choice of us in his Son, 
and blefs us in him, with all f{piritual and divine favors ! 
Yea, that he fhould fo love us, as to give his only begotten 
and dearly beloved Son to us, and for us! He fpared him 
not fays the apoftle, but delivered him up for us all, how 
fhall he not then with him, freely give us all things ? 


The love of the Son is equally as furprizing and aftonifh- 
ing ; that he who was Lord of all and eternally happy in the 
bofom of his Father; fhould for your fakes, and out’ of © 
compaffion to your fouls empty himfelf of all, and appear as _— 
the infant of days, condefcend to be born ina ftable and lie 
in a manger: yea was fo poor and mean as to declare “ That 
while the foxes had holes, and the birds of the air nefts, 
the fon of man had not where to lay his head.” That he 
fhould confent to bear the reproaches of men, the aflaults 
of hell, and the wrath of God, which you had deferved 
and juftly merited by your fins and tranfgreffions; that he 
fhould pafs through the horrors of Gethfemane, and fuffet 
all the tortures of Calvary ; infomuch that with the {triéteft 
truth, he could in the words of the prophet fay, No man’s 
forrow is like unto my forrow; none has bore, none has 
fuffered what I have for you, and with a view to render 
you happy and biefled. 


This 
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This we fay 1s truly great. and furprizing, well therefore 
‘might the apoftle cry out when contemplating this fubje&, 
"Ye know the grace of the Lord Jefus Chrift, that though he 
was rich, yet for your fakes he became poor, that ye through 
his poverty might become rich. He was wounded for our 
tranfgreflions, bruifed for our iniquities, and the chaftife- 
ment of our peace was laid-upon him, and with his ftripes 
‘we are healed, All we like fheep have gone a ftray, we 
have turned every one to his own way, and the Lord has 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was made fin for us 
who knew'no fin, that we might be made the righteou{nefs 
of God in him.. This love is truly wonderful and aftonith- 
ing, and mutft be thought incredible, had it not been /o pro- 
perly authenticated, and divinely witneffed, but there are fuch 
evidences as we dare not doubt, but are forced to affent 
hereunto, O! that we may all be conftrained by it hence- 
forth to live not to ourfelves, but to him who has thus loved 
us, died for us and rofe again! This remember was the hap- 
py effeét it had upon Chriftians of old, and is the influence 
itfhould have upon us now. Oh, read and contemplate this 
amazing, this aftonifhing love Chriftians, till you feel its conftrain- 
ing power, captivating and tranfporting all your fouls into love, JOY, 
and holy triumph. David while mufing, experienced the fire 
of divine love kindled up in his breaft. May you therefore 
mufe till you are all on fire, and experience the flame burn 
fo intenfe, that nothing in this world fhall ever be able again 
to quench it. But the love of the Holy Spirit is not lefs 
wonderful and aftonifhing ; that he who is fo pure in his na- 
ture, fo divine and holy in his operations, fhould condefcend 
to dwellin our corrupt and mortal bodies, and make them 
the temples of his refidence is love beyond a parallel; grace that can 
never be equalled. Be careful therefore Chriftians that you do 
not grieve him, and provoke him to withdraw from you ; 

but 
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but attend to his divine fuggeftions, and readily and cheert- 
fully comply with his gracious influences, always remember- 
ing that he never does, or can influence to any thing but 
what is holy and conformable to the word he has dié€tated. 
Make therefore the word of God your fule, and his glory 
your end; and go on in the path he has marked out for you, 
diffufing light and life to all around you; till you arrive to 
perfect day. Remember your ftay here cannot be long ; 
every year, every day, every hour, God is fetching fome or 
other of his children home, and putting them into that glo- 
rious ftate of reft and peace which awaits them, There they 
are out of the reach of all their enemies, and fhall never 
more know what it is to be in{nared by the world, tempted 
by Satan, or drawn afide by their own corrupt deceitful 
hearts; there they fhall enjoy God, Father, Son, and Spi- 
rit, and admire and adore what each of them have done for 
them in nature, providence and grace.—Well Chriftians, if 
‘we ate what we profefs to be, if we are really the children 
of God by faith in Chrift Jefus; if we truly and fincerely 
_ love God and his Son, and manifeft it by the Spint we 

breathe, the image we bear, and the life we lead, we fhall 
{oon be called to affociate with them, and engage in the 
fame delightful and noble employ; a few days, or a few 
years at moft will land us on thofe blifsful fhores. Let us 
live in daily expeétation of it; and be preparing for it, not 
knowing what a day, or an hour may bring forth. Behold 
I come quickly, faiththe moft worthy Judge eternal, and my 
reward is with me to give to every man as his work fhall 
be. Bleffed is that fervant whom his Lord, when he 
cometh fhall find ina prepared ftate, and longing frame. In 
order to this, give diligence to make your calling and elec- 
tiom fure ; grow in grace, and in the knowledge of your Lord 
and Saviour Jefus Chrift; add one Chriftian virtue to ana- 


ther; frequently think upon, and realize the coming of the 
Gi Lord, 
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| Lord, both by death and judgment. Often put the quettion, 

Am I ready and prepared, was the Lordimmeédiately to come? 
Was I nowto fee him appearing in the clouds would it afford 
me-pain or pleafure? Is there any thing I have done that 
would ‘diftrefs me? Is there any: fin which I have com- 
‘titted, that I have not fincerely and truly repented of ? Any 
duty that I live in the negle& of ? Am careful to difcharge 
the duties of the clofet, the family, and the church of God ? 
‘DoT love the Houfe of God, and the. place where his honor 
-dwelleth? Do I regularly and conftantly attend there, and 
influence all 1 can to attend with me ? Am J really concern- 
ed for, and finecrely fecking after, not only my own falva- 
tidn, but the falvation of all others committed t@,my care ? 
Do I léve the ordinanccs of God’s Houfe, and manifeit it by 
a regular uniform. attendance upon them? Can I bieis God 
that he has appointed fabbaths, and initituted ordinances ? 
Are they the delight of my foul? Dol fee and enjoy the 
Lotd in them? And.am I in the ufe of them conftantly /arn- 
ang the evil and demerit of fin, the beauty of holinefs, the vanity of 
the world, the precioufnefs of the Saviour, andthe defrablene/s of 
Heaven and Glory ? If fo, you may humbly hope and fafely 
conclude, that whenever you are called hence, either by 
death or judgment, you will be admitted into the kingdom 
and glory of your Lord and ours, which is the earneft defire 
and fervent prayer of | 


Your affe€lionate brethren 
In the bonds of the gofpcel, 


DANIEL SPRAGUE. 


SiGNED ALSO,.ON BEHALF OF THE ASSEMBLY, 


EY THE MODERATOR, 


ISAIAH BIRT. 
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Fune 14, 15; 


met at three, Mr. S. Dunfombe prayed, Mr. 
Birt was chofen Moderator, the letters were read, Mr. Cooper: 
concluded in prayer. | 


| in the evening Mr. Saffery Mr. Tommas preached 


from Tfaiah xliu,and12, Yer ARE My. WITNESSES, &c, 


WEDNESDAY morning, met at fix. Our Brethren 
Allcock, B. Thomas, Belfher, Sotteridge, and Ferrabee, engaged 


In prayer. 


Public Meeting at ten, Mr. Redding, and Mr. Taylor pray- 
ed, Mr. Birt preached from Titus 11. and 13. Lookine For 
THAT BLESSED HOPE, &c, —Mr. ma concluded in prayer. 


Met again at three, Mr. B. Francis prayed, Mr. Kingdon 
preached from Matthew xi. and 28.—Come UNTO ME, &c, 


Mr. Tommas concluded, 


At feven in the evening met again, Mr. Mofly prayed, 
Mr. Redding preached from John i. verfe 45,—We Have 
FOUND HIM OF WHOM MOSES AND THE PROPHETS DID 
WRITE,—and concluded in prayer. 


The Colle€tions forthe Affociation Fund this year amount- 
ed to 381. 12s. 1d. which was diftributed for various ufeful 
‘and important purpofes, 


Voted particularly a fourth benefa&tion of five guineas to 
the Committee for the Abolition of the Slave Trade. 


Agreed 
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| Agteed to hold the next Affociation at Lyme, Dorft, on 

tie Wednefday and Thurfday in the Whitfun-week, Mr, 
Borfey of Portfmouth, and Mr. B. Francis to preach; or in 
cafeof failure, Mr. Taylor of Calne: To begin precifely at 


‘three in the afternoon on Wednefday. Mr. Cooper | draw 


Ls 


“In the ASSOCIATED CHURCHES the 


“year there were, 


Baptized, 176 Dead, - -------- 58 
Réécived by letter,- - 10 Excluded, - - - - - - 8 
Reftored, ------ 4 1 Difmiffed to other } ut 
| churches, - - - - 
igo | 
| 77 
Increafe,------+-- 113. 
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KENT and SUSSEX 
ASSOCIATION 
BAPTIST CHURCHES, 


Consistinc of thofe which meet at Afhford, Sand- 
hurft, Smarden, Tenterden, Folkftone, and Chat- 
_ ham, in Kent; and at Battle, Rye, Wivels- 
field, Lewes, and Handerofs, in 
SUSSEX. 


MAINTAINING the important Doétrines of Three equal Perfons in 
the Divine Effence—Eternal, and Perfonal Ele€tion to Holinefs here, 
and Eternal Life hereafter—The original Guilt and Depravity of 
Mankind—Particular Redemption—Frce Juftification, by the im- 
puted Righteoufnefs of Chrift alone—Efficacious Grace in Regene- 
ration, and the perfeverance of the Saints to eternal Glory. 


ASSEMBLED at PRIGHTHELMSTON, 


The sth and 6th Day of June, 1792. 


| 


| 
BREVIATES,. 


TUESDAY, 


Tus Meffengers of the Chisrches met at three o’clock in the © 
Mecting-houfe, Watts, book ii. ymin 74) was'fang, and Brother Mid- 
dleton prayed. The names of the Meffengers were then called over, 
and Brother Atweod was chofen Moderator, and Brother Middleton 


| 


